
To Whom It May Concern, 

I believe what we have here is a definitive game changer for Blue Water Navy sailors of the 

Vietnam War. I am certain that you are familiar with Dr. Wayne Dwernychuk and know that he 

is the individual that conducted the soil sample studies in Vietnam at both the Da Nang Air Base 

and the Bien Hoa Air Base. It was chiefly because of Wayne and the work he did while with 

Hatfield and Associates that decontamination of Vietnamese soil was conducted. That 

contaminated soil is the culprit of this scenario. 

In the work he has done for us here, Wayne has made an assessment regarding objects that he 

believes were more likely than not contaminated while being staged on the runway at the Da 

Nang Air Base. The location of the staging area was directly down the runway from where the 

C-123 aircraft had the liquid Agent Orange pumped into them. That liquid inevitably spilled 

onto the tarmac and was washed onto the dirt off the end of the runway. That dirt then dried 

and the contaminated dust was blown down the runway directly to the Fleet Air Support Unit 

(FASU), powered naturally by the wind plus the turbulence of helicopter and aircraft, including 

the C-123’s, operating in the area.        

Wayne has concluded that, given the set-up of the Fleet Air Support Unit (FASU) at Da Nang, 

the items that were staged on the runway awaiting pickup by the COD planes that ferried 

supplies and personnel to and from the Da Nang Airbase and each of the aircraft carriers that 

operated in the offshore waters of Vietnam within the Theater of Combat contaminated those 

aircraft carriers. Those items, which included mail bags, packages, pieces of equipment and 

personnel, received contaminated dirt and dust onto their surfaces. Wayne provides very good 

visual evidence that this mode of contamination was both logical and probable. 

What happened next was a cascading series of events that included the handling of the objects 

from the tarmac into each of the COD planes by personnel from both FASU and crews from the 

COD plane itself. Those objects were then stored in the interior of the COD plane including the 

personnel who had been waiting in front of FASU getting contaminated dust on their clothing 

and hair. The COD planes departed Da Nang and went directly to the aircraft carriers. The 

contaminated personnel deplaned and the mail bags, packages and equipment were removed 

from the COD plane and brought onto the various decks of the aircraft carrier. Some of those 

mail bags and packages were then passed on to the smaller ships that escorted and serviced 

the aircraft carriers. 

It needs to be remembered that the COD flights between the mainland and the carriers often 

occurred several times in one day for the entire 13 years of the Vietnam War from each of the 

22 aircraft carriers that served in the Theater of Combat of Vietnam, whether or not they were 

within the Territorial Seas of Vietnam. It is also important to note that the Blue Water Navy Act 

of 2019 provides presumptive exposure acknowledgment for ships that were within the 

Theater of Combat but only within Territorial Seas of Vietnam, and the aircraft carriers were 

within the Theater of Combat but rarely within the Territorial Seas. This information should 



open presumptive exposure to the aircraft carriers and therefore provide benefits to the 

remaining Vietnam Veterans who were “left behind” by the wording of the 2019 legislation. 

Wayne has shown without a doubt that there was a feasible route of contamination of the Blue 

Water Navy ships of the Seventh Fleet by way of transporting objects directly from the 

landmass out to those ships, and distributed by the aircraft carriers. We have as evidence a 

statement in writing from Dr. Roberta Wedge, who was the Study Director for and a principal in 

overseeing and authoring the infamous Blue Water Navy Agent Orange Exposure study from 

2012, where she says that the study itself did not take into consideration the movement of 

contaminated materials from the mainland to the ships as is described here. However, this 

mode of toxic transport was at least as likely as not equal to or far more likely to have been the 

cause of Blue Water Navy contamination then through dioxin molecules within the water that 

was desalinated for use aboard the ships. 

We believe that this study invalidates the IOM Blue Water Navy study of 2012 and instead 

presents a viable path for the contamination of the entire Seventh Fleet. The analysis presented 

here by Dr. Wayne Dwernychuk provides enough evidence that the entire Blue Water Navy 

contamination storyline from previous times needs to be entirely rewritten. We believe that 

this evidence is enough to categorically acknowledge the contamination of Blue Water Navy 

sailors who are currently or who at any time exhibited any of the diseases that represent 

exposure to herbicide in Vietnam.  

Because of this new and game-changing Professional Opinion from Wayne, I am suggesting that 

a very minor but critical change be made to the wording of HR-3967. In Section 403 d (1), “…the 

term means active military, naval, air, or space service....in (1) delete the words "Republic of" 

and insert the words "Vietnam Theater of Combat"...to now read; "…(1) performed in the 

Vietnam Theater of Combat during the period beginning on January 9, 1962, and ending on 

May 7, 1975.”  This minor word adjustment will rectify the previous exclusion of toxic-wounded 

Vietnam Veterans who served within the Vietnam Theater of Combat but outside the Territorial 

Seas of Vietnam who we now know, through Wayne Dwernychuk’s assessment, were in fact 

exposed to toxic herbicides directly from materials that moved from the shore to the aircraft 

carriers.   

Attached you will find Wayne’s email to me regarding his new assessment, along with the 

original attachments and additional attachments of interest to this effort. Please let me know 

your opinion on this new material. 

Thank you for your continued time and interest, 



 

 John Rossie 

 Blue Water Navy Advocate 

 Littleton, CO 


